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Slam! 
New Tennis Center of Camden 

and Pickleball Plaza drawing 
tourney play, family fun 

A warm, breezy spring day, with plenty of sunshine and 
blue skies greeted the crowd that gathered for the much 
anticipated grand opening of the new Tennis Center of 
Camden and Pickleball Plaza. South Carolina’s newest 
public tennis complex also includes the state’s largest 
outdoor lighted Pickleball facility. 

“We’ve always been a tennis town and have never had 
enough public courts for our residents,” says Camden 
Mayor Alfred Mae Drakeford, “I am proud to say -- now 
we do. This is easily one of the most exciting places in 
the city.” 
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While accommodating residents 
has always been a city goal, 
Drakeford says the new facility 
will be a magnet for tennis and 
Pickleball players from all over 
the southeast. Camden has 
already won several multi-year 
contracts to host various USTA-
sanctioned tournaments. 

Essential to this was the city’s 
recruitment of Paola Maoli as 
Director of Tennis Operations. 
Previously tennis coordinator 
at a facility in Cayce, SC, Maoli has years of experience 
as a player, promoter, coach and offcial. She was one of 
the frst coaches in the region to organize and promote 
Junior Team Tennis competitions, and a professional 
registry certifed coach for 10 and under players. 

As for Pickleball, reputed to be the fastest-growing 
paddle sport, Maoli says Camden is easily becoming the 
best known place in the state, with 12 outdoor lighted 
courts. 

“Pickleball is already a hot sport in Camden with players 
of all ages,” says Maoli. “Here we now have the ability 
to run state and national Pickleball events,” says Maoli. 

Among local players Maoli says the center is pleased to 

have Pat Truesdale, one of the most active and tireless 
advocates of the sport. “She is an ambassador for the 
area, constantly organizing, running and promoting 
Pickleball events. She is making sure our plaza name 
is spread all around. She is also working to become a 
referee for the Pickleball community.” 

Maoli adds there are other events Camden is negotiating 
to bring to the city, including what she calls “Racquet 
Wars” adult tournaments, “Rock & Roll” events for 
wheelchair players and a (Level) 5 Junior tournament. , 

For more information about the Tennis Center of 
Camden, visit www.playtenniscamden.com or www. 
pickleballcamden.com. And follow the happenings on 
Facebook. 
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