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City Opens the African American Cultural 
Center of Camden 

The City of Camden opened a new African American museum on February 24 in 
conjunction with the Soul-icious Celebration held by the Price House Commission. 
The new tourist attraction is located in the two-room, turn-of-the century house 
relocated in 2007 to its current location at 517 York Street. 

The new African American Cultural Center will operate under the auspices of the Camden Archives and Museum 
system. Exhibits and programming will be curated and operated by the city’s archives and museum staff. 

Camden Mayor Alfred Mae Drakeford said the new museum opened as part of a Camden-wide Black History Month 
initiative. 

“On February 24th, we will open the doors to the African American Cultural Center of 
Camden – a long envisioned dream is coming true,” said Drakeford. “The mission of 
this new attraction is to highlight and foster the appreciation of the rich history of the 
African American community of Camden and surrounding area.” 

Currently, the African American Cultural Center features an exhibit on Camden’s native son 
and Baseball Hall of Famer Lawrence (Larry) Eugene Doby.  Museum Director Katherine 
Richardson said that “We are very excited to tell the outstanding Larry Doby story with a rare 
collection of memorabilia to inaugurate the cultural center.”  The collection is on loan to the 
Cultural Center by a local Camden resident. 

The new African American museum is open to the public Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Larry Doby
from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is closed on holidays. Baseball Card 

Camden’s Favorite Silversmith Comes Home 
By KATHERINE H. RICHARDSON, Director 

Well-known, long-time Camden resident William M. Shannon wrote a series 
of articles for the newspaper in 1876 which described Camden and its people of 
days gone by.  He penned, “Among the new settlers after the [Revolutionary] war, 
many were the founders of the best society this district has ever known; founders, 
too, of its noblest and best families, names ever to be remembered with pride and 
reverence …” Among those, he described Mr. Alexander Young. 

“ … Alexander Young was another of these old landmarks; he was a Scotchman 
… and had many of their national characteristics.” Knowing what we know of Mr. 
Young, these Scottish “national” traits may have included the Scots’ penchant for 
thriftiness, patriotism, loyalty, and education.  Shannon went on to write, “Jeweller 
[sic], watchmaker, and bookseller – all his life he was without any formidable rival 
in his calling. He was universally known and highly appreciated.” Of course, we 

Continued on page 5 



                                                                           

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Friends of the 
Camden Archives and Museum 

From the Chairman 
Board of Directors 
Stephen E. Van Horn, Chairman 
John F. Miller, Vice-Chairman 
Ellen B. Stephenson, Recording Secretary 
Louise Burns, Treasurer 
Mary Ann Blaskowitz 
Moultrie Burns 
Meta B. Markley 
Townley Redfearn 
Brenda Sullivan 
Frank Goodale, ex officio member from the 

Camden Archives and Museum Commission 
Katherine H. Richardson, ex officio & Director 

Camden Archives and Museum 

Staff Members 
Katherine H. Richardson, Director 
Rickie Good, Curator of Collections 
Sarah Murray, Cataloging and Reference Archivist 
Lon Outen, Research Assistant 
Windy Corbett, Research Assistant 

Credits 
Drawing of Camden Archives and Museum by 
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The Friends of the Camden Archives and 
Museum is a membership organization 
concerned with supporting programs, protecting 
a continually growing collection, and expanding 
the facility. The purpose of the Archives and 
Museum is to collect, organize, preserve, and 
make items of historical interest related to 
Camden and the surrounding areas available to 
the public. 

The Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
newsletter is published twice a year. 

Co-Editors 
Katherine H. Richardson 
Rickie Good 

Writers this issue 
Katherine H. Richardson 
Sarah Murray 
Rickie Good 

Story ideas, suggestions, and comments are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

Camden Archives and Museum 
1314 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 
(803) 425-6050 
www.camdenarchives.org 

Museum Hours 
Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm 
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm 

Free admission 

Visit us on YouTube and Facebook 

Dear Friends: 
As I write this letter we’re once again experiencing that Easter cold snap. 32 

degrees on the first day of Spring significantly raises the anxiety level of every 
Camden gardener.  But, put aside those anxious thoughts, sit down and enjoy 
your newsletter produced by the Archives staff on behalf of the Friends. 

I’m sure you have noticed how the Archives has raised the bar of excellence. 
Their efforts are opening doors for new acquisitions that bring the past alive.  
Please take special note of the Carbine Williams and Alexander Young articles. 
Once again, see how we are taking advantage of rapidly changing technology. 

Your membership helps make all this happen  Thank you and how about 
getting a friend to join us? 

Best regards, 
Steve Van Horn 

A new way to view Camden’s Chronicle-
Independent 

As our Friends are aware, staff at the Archives have been working to provide 
broader and easier access to Camden area newspapers. Perhaps our greatest 
accomplishment with this project was partnering with the South Carolina 
Digital Newspaper Program to have almost fifty years of the Chronicle-
Independent digitalized and placed on the historicnewspapers.sc.edu website. 

One of the biggest obstacles to placing the newspaper online is the cost of 
duplicating microfilm rolls, digitalizing them, and making the pages searchable. 
The cost of duplicating some of the microfilm was most prohibitive and was 
the main reason the Archives and the SC Digital Newspaper Program cut-off 
the project at 1941. 

However, with the permission of Mike Mishner, the Chronicle-Independent’s 
publisher, the Archives decided to bypass microfilming current issues of the 
newspaper and go straight to the digital stage! 

Since microfilming current issues of the newspaper was already in our 
budget, we used those funds to have the 2016 issues scanned, saved as PDFs, 
and made searchable. Although the cost of on-line storage prevents us from 

Continued on page 4 

The Kershaw County Current at the 
Archives and Museum 

Bill Rozier, publisher of the Kershaw County Current, donated pdfs of the 
last ten years of the Current to the Archives.    The Kershaw County Current 
provides an “eclectic mix of community news” and is sure to be a popular 
resource for researchers. 

Mr. Rozier also donated a large number of photographs documenting 
the people, places, and events that have taken place in Kershaw County in 
the last two decades. Staff is still cataloging this treasure trove of material 
about Kershaw County. 
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Focus on the Collection 
“Carbine” Williams Papers 

By SARAH MURRAY, Cataloging and Reference Archivist 

Four years ago Ross E. Beard made his incredible collection of artifacts and papers available to the public at the 
Camden Archives and Museum.  Since then thousands of people have visited the museum to see his weapons and other 
items on display, including a number of items that belonged to David Marshall “Carbine” Williams, an inventor from 
North Carolina. In addition to those items on exhibit, Williams’s collection includes a large assortment of manuscript 
items that are also a wonderful addition to the Archives’ collections. 

David M. Williams was born on November 13, 1900 in Cumberland County, North 
Carolina, near the town of Fayetteville. He was the oldest child of James Claud 
Williams and his second wife Laura Kornegay Williams, although he had older 
four half-siblings born to his father and his first wife. Williams attended school in 
Cumberland County through the 8th grade and then enlisted in the U.S. Navy at the age 
of 15. When his age was discovered, Williams was discharged and returned to North 
Carolina. He then enrolled in the Blackstone Military Academy in Blackstone, Virginia 
but left after one semester.  His papers at the Archives indicate that he may have been 
expelled for stealing weapons from an arsenal close to Blackstone. Williams returned 
to North Carolina where he married Margaret “Maggie” Cook in August, 1918.  

He worked briefly for the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and also operated illegal 
moonshine stills around his hometown of Godwin. In July, 1921, the Cumberland 
County Sheriff and several of his deputies raided one of Williams’ stills, and Deputy 

Alfred Pate was shot and killed as he and the other officers were leaving the scene. While Williams initially denied 
shooting Pate, he ultimately pled guilty to the charge of second-degree murder and was sentenced to 30 years in prison.  

While serving his sentence, Williams was housed at several prisons in North Carolina.  At the Caledonia State Prison in 
Halifax County the facility’s superintendent, having seen Williams’ skills in working with 
his hands, assigned Williams to the prison’s machine shop where he began crafting parts 
for guns and eventually complete weapons. By the time he was released from prison in 
September, 1929, Williams had built at least two guns, mostly from scrap metal and old car 
parts he found in the machine shop. 

Following his release from prison, Williams traveled 
to Washington, D.C. to show his weapons to the War 
Department, and by 1941 he was living in New Haven, 
Connecticut where he worked with officials at the Colt, 
Remington, and Winchester Firearms Companies.  All three 
companies manufactured different weapons invented by 
Williams, but his most notable achievement was the M1 
carbine that became the standard firearm used by members of 
the U.S. military during World War II, the Korean War, and 
well into the Vietnam War. 

David M. Williams’ papers at the Camden Archives are varied and cover nearly his 
whole lifetime. The collection was given to Mr. Beard by Williams’ son, David M. 
Williams, Jr., after boxes of papers were found in outbuildings on the family’s property in 
Godwin, North Carolina. In addition to patents and other papers related to the invention 
and manufacture of guns and gun parts, the collection includes a great deal of information 
from his private life. 

For example, we have bank statements, income tax returns, journals, and papers related 
to the 1952 movie Carbine Williams, starring James Stewart. We have nearly sixty letters 
written between Williams and his future wife Maggie Cook while they were teenagers and 
almost five hundred letters Williams received from his wife and mother while he was in 
prison. 

Continued on page 4 

David M. Williams and his 
wife, Maggie Cook Williams. 

David M. Williams and 
his son, David, Jr.. 
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The History of Camden - on DVD and YouTube 
By RICKIE GOOD, Curator of Collections 

Over the last several months, the Archives and Museum and City 
Tourism Office developed a short video on the history of Camden.  The 
video was a true collaboration with assistance coming from several 
individuals and groups. Shelley Salmond with the Public Works 
Department, Suzi Sale, and David Caldwell provided the narration and 
Kirk Mays of KM Video Productions recorded the narrative at his studio. 

Staff at both the Archives and City Tourism Office worked on the script 
to make it both broad enough to cover the history of our wonderful city 
but condensed enough to fit within a reasonable time frame. 

The video and images used in the production come from a number 
of sources. Most of the still images are in the Archives Photographic 
Collection but all of the video and a number of still images had to 
be created or located. Steve Folks and William Richardson of South 

Carolina Educational Television allowed the use of video they shot for a production on the Battle of Camden. Ben 
Mosely of the Camden Fire Department provided one of his aerial photographs of downtown. Historic Camden was most 
gracious about allowing staff to show up several mornings to get video of their site and the Carolina Cup Association 
allowed the use of some of their video on the Carolina Cup. Robert Murray at the South Carolina Department of Archives 
and History provided several images of historic documents and maps for inclusion in the project. 

A very special thanks to Mr. Mac Willetts who escorted staff to the Adamson Mound and allowed us to get both still 
images and video of that special place. He also provided the Archives with additional images, maps, and archaeological 
information that he has gathered over the years. The ride was fun and his dogs are beautiful! 

The video premiered at the EQUUS Film Festival in February and is now available for viewing on the Classically 
Carolina YouTube channel at https://youtu.be/hkTeBq76STI. We also have DVDs available for purchase at the Archives. 

During the project, we discovered that “short” is relative and that it was impossible to squeeze all of Camden’s history 
into the “recommended” 15-20 minutes, not without leaving out a lot of good stuff.  So, a slightly shorter version of the 
video is available at the Archives and on the Archives YouTube channel at https://youtu.be/KUIGpxUuqdY. This version 
is narrated by staff and has been placed on the kiosk in the museum gallery. 

Staff at the Archives and at the City of Camden’s Tourism Office would like to say THANK YOU to everyone who 
assisted in the making of this video short. We would also like to thank all of the people who made the Camden area their 
home for the last five hundred years – without them, there would be no story. 

Continued from page 2 - Newspapers 
providing online access to the 2016 issues, they are available on the public computer at the Archives.  And the database 
is completely searchable! We’ve already sent off all our 2017 issues and will have that available within a few months. 

Continued from page 3 - Williams 
Williams also saved almost two hundred letters written to him by his wife and son while he was living in Connecticut 

in the early 1940s, letters and cards he received from nine of his ten siblings, and over two hundred letters written 
between Williams and Ross E. Beard during their ten-year friendship.  

The collection as a whole is fascinating in that it shows the heights Williams achieved in wealth and popularity 
during his lifetime while he remained a farmer and “tinkerer” at heart. The last ten years of his life were spent in his 
workshop near his home in Godwin, North Carolina surrounded by family and close friends. Williams died on January 
8, 1975 and is buried near members of his family in the Old Bluff Presbyterian Church cemetery in the county where 
he was born. 

This collection, like so many others here at the Camden Archives, is varied and fun to look at, for it offers wonderful 
insight into the life of a fascinating man. 
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Calendar of Events 
At the Archives & Museum 

• Now through August 14, 2018 – Exhibit: Camden’s Cotton Mill Era:  1838-1960 
• August 31, 2018 - January 2, 2019 - Exhibit: ‘....make no Doubt we shall carry this post...’ The History and 

Archaelology of Fort Mott 
• Ongoing Exhibit – The Ross E. Beard Collection. An exceptional collection of firearms 
• Ongoing Exhibit – South Carolina’s little brown dog. A history of Camden’s own -  the Boykin Spaniel 

At the African American Cultural Center of Camden 
• Now through August 30, 2018 - Exhibit: Camden’s Hall of Famer: Larry Doby 
• September 15 - March 1, 2019 - Exhibit: The Campbell Street Story 

All exhibits are free and open to the public 

Continued from page 1 - Young 
know he was a masterful silversmith of note in addition to the aforementioned. The Archives and Museum is fortunate to 
have a large set of his silver flatware and his beautiful Federal period French Empire teapot in our collection. 

Shannon continued, “Ordinarily quiet and reserved in manner and conversation, he possessed some rare 
intelligence and skill; he was well-informed in mechanical philosophy and, in his later years, in the new science of 
chemistry … he was also somewhat studied in history, metaphysics, and natural philosophy.  To the thoughtful, he was an 
interesting companion and on the above subjects alluded to, warmed up to geniality.” 

Camden’s keeper of the town clock during his lifetime, Alexander Young passed that important community service 
on to his son, George, at his death.  An avid Presbyterian, he served on the committee to acquire the lot for Bethesda 
Presbyterian Church and later served on the building committee as it was constructed. The Archives and Museum is 
pleased that we were able to offer a six month exhibit on this important Camden figure. As the weeks drew near to taking 
the exhibit down, we received a phone call from a descendant, John Young, of Orlando, Florida.  He had found our exhibit 
on the internet. 

The message that I received from the staff said that he was coming to see us on January 9 and wanted to meet with me 
that afternoon. He said he was bringing a portrait of Alexander Young – which I thought would be the miniature likeness 
that we had seen in Milby Burton’s “South Carolina Silversmiths.”  We knew that Young’s granddaughters had it in their 
possession in Camden when Burton did the book in 1942 and had tried to track it down for the exhibit – with no success. 
When I went upstairs to meet Mr. Young I discovered that he had brought Alexander Young’s full sized oil portrait, 
beautifully framed and preserved. 

Rickie and I proceeded to hang the portrait in the exhibit and stood back to admire it with John Young and Nancy 
Lockwood. It is a finely done seated portrait of Alexander, perhaps when he was in his late twenties or early thirties.  
His curly brown hair frames a sensitive, handsome face with dark blue-grey eyes. Behind him sits a globe and a stack 
of books by a window which looks out on a moonlit night sky.  John pointed out the two books on the top of the stack in 
the portrait and then gestured toward two books he had brought with him which were on the table in the Whiteley Room.  
He opened one of the books revealing that they were actually a cleverly disguised game set – checker board on top and 
backgammon on the inside, complete with some of the game pieces! 

On January 16, John called to say that he had decided to leave Alexander’s portrait with us as a gift!  So Alexander 
has come back home to Camden to stay.  We are the lucky recipients of John Alexander Young’s generosity and his love 
for his family’s history.  William Shannon wrote in 1876, “Mr. Young lived to a ripe old age; was very successful and 
universally esteemed and respected. He is well represented by his sons, our valued friends, Dr. James A. Young and Mr. 
George G. Young.”  Well, in 2018 Alexander Young is well-represented by his great-great grandson, John Alexander 
Young of Orlando, Florida.  You’ll never guess what John does – he is a silversmith, a jewelry maker, and a clock maker! 
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 2018 Friends of the 
Camden Archives and Museum 

(through March 20, 2018)
This newsletter and other activities in support of the Archives and Museum are made 

possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations: 

BENEFACTOR Austin & JoAnn Sheheen David J. Washer 
$500 and up Ann DuPont Shirley John Watson 

Christy Taucher Vicki Vaughan Willms 
William Savage 

Steve & Liza Van Horn 
John Alexander Young & Nancy FAMILY DONATIONS 

Ann Lockwood $45-99 
Than Mechlenbacher 

Dr. Ernestyne J. Adams Old Newberry 
PATRON John & Millie Blanchard Archives Chapter 
$250-499 Susan Baskin 

Boykin & Barbara Beard 
Pete & Pud’n Cantey Earl & Nancy Bryant HONORARIUMS 

JoAnn Cooper Killeen John M. Burns 
Evelyn C. Marion Tommy & Hope Cooper In honor of 

John & Mary Catherine Miller Diana L. Deely Rickie Good 
Michael & Marlene Mischner Fred & Kathleen Fletcher William Savage 

David & Glenna Kinard 
Molly Morris 

CONTRIBUTOR Billy & Molly Nettles MEMORIALS 
$100-249 Jim & Cathy Nichols 

Abigail Pilger In memory of 
Henry & Kitty Beard Patricia & Cynthia Rose/Douglass Phyllis Gale 

Dr. John M. Brewer, Jr. John & Linda Shaylor Sheila and Pete McKinney 
Fred & Mary Bryant Sonny & Judy Smith W. D. Nettles, Jr. 
Jim & Louise Burns John & Ellen Stephenson Steve and Liza Van Horn 

Jim & Lucille Cantey Glenn Tucker 
Walter & Mary Clark In memory of 

Larry Conger Howard and Abbie 
Julian & Shirley Culvern INDIVIDUAL Stokes Etters 

Cindy S. Dieringer $25-44 John and Abigail Pilger 
Di DuBose 

Staci N. Gaffos Baynard Boykin In memory of 
Leroy W. Gardner Jane McCutchen Brown Eugene C. Griggs 

Ryan & Sharon Gaskin Katherine D. Edmonds Marlene and Michael 
Parker & Gladys Gibson Patrick B. Ferchill Mischner 
Frank & Linda Goodale Marietta W. Gordon 
Lawson & Kay Lewis Kenneth Green In memory of 
Bruce & Susan Lueck Emily McGuirt Virgil Prince 
John & Ruth Moyer J. Nelson McLeod Marlene and Michael 
Elva R. Pitsenbarger Henrietta McWillie Mischner 

Townley & Jean Redfearn 
Lanning & Deane Risher 

George & Sue Sensor 

Bill Nettles 
Deas B. Penman 
Edward Rodgers 

Names of donors, memorials and 
honorariums are current through 

April 6. 
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Why you should join Friends of the Archives and Museum 

With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a treasure chest 
of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to explore a 
wealth of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials. 

What happens at the Archives and Museum? 
With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives and Museum 

organization, the staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. 
Artifacts in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage. 

The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as having 
one of the best genealogical research libraries in the state. It houses a diverse collection of books, microfilm, 
maps, files, periodicals, and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research. 

What is found in the Archives and Museum? 
The Archives and Museum has a large collection of photographs and artifacts.  It is also the repository for 

a number of city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinances, and other miscellaneous records. 
Census records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files, and SC Death Certificates 
from 1915-1952 are available for research. The S.C. Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the 
S.C. Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives and Museum building. 

The Museum contains both permanent and temporary exhibits on the history of the Camden area. More 
information about the Archives and Museum and its collections can be found at www.camdenarchives.org. 

How can you help? 
You can support the efforts of the Archives and Museum by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives 

and Museum. This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment 
of the Archives and Museum. 

Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help 
finance construction and renovation projects. The Archives and Museum has many other needs which exceed 
available funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs. 

“Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintaining, 
in most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to maintain 
the level of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn, president 
of the Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

How do you join the Friends? 
You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also make donations 

to the Archives and Museum through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help 
promote the Camden Archives and Museum’s mission of “preserving the past for the future.” 

As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year 
newsletter as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on 
page 8 with your donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you 
for your consideration and support! 
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Camden Archives and Museum 
1314 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Permit #64 

Camden, SC 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
Membership 2018 

____ $25 - 44 ____ $45 - $99 ____ $100 - $249 ____ $250 - $499 ____ $500 
Individual  Family  Contributor Patron  Benefactor 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: _____________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

Mail checks along with this form to: 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. 

Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you! 


	from 1 pm to 430 pm and on Saturday 10 am to 4 pm  It is closed on holidays: 
	Steve Van Horn: 
	Camden Archives and Museum: 
	Camden Archives and Museum_2: 
	4: 
	April 2018: 
	Camden Archives and Museum_3: 
	5: 
	April 2018_2: 
	possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations: 
	Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum: 
	undefined: 
	25  44: 
	45  99: 
	100  249: 
	250  499: 
	Name: 
	Address: 
	Phone number: 


