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Camden Military Academy - A Legacy of Learning 
By SARAH MURRAY, Cataloging and Reference Archivist 

Camden Military Academy has been a fixture in Kershaw County 
since the late 1950s, and the Camden Archives is the proud recipient 
of their archival collection, as well as items related to Camden 
Academy and to the Carlisle Military School in Bamberg.  This 
collection includes documents, photographs, catalogs, student 
publications, and yearbooks. While we are still in the process of 
sorting and cataloging these items, we are pleased to have them and 
look forward to making them available to the public. 

The history of Camden Military Academy, which opened in 
Camden in 1958, can be traced to the founding of the Carlisle 
Fitting School (later Carlisle Military School) in Bamberg.  Carlisle 
opened its doors in October 1892 as “The Carlisle Fitting School of 
Wofford College.” It was named in honor of Dr. James H. Carlisle, 
the president of Wofford College since 1875 and one of the best-
known educators in South Carolina. The school opened with 70 
students but struggled with low enrollment during its early years. 

By 1920, however, the school had an enrollment of nearly 250, and students were being turned away due to lack of space. 
In 1924, James F. Risher, a native of Colleton County and a 1911 graduate of The Citadel, joined the school’s faculty – 
ultimately beginning a legacy that continues to this day. 

In 1932, the Methodist Church, which owned the school, 
recommended that the school be discontinued as a church school 
and leased or sold. After several years of negotiations, Col. 
Risher, who had been named the school’s Headmaster in 1928, 
and his wife Emma purchased the school, and shortly thereafter 
the school became known as the Carlisle Military School. 

Enrollment continued to grow under Col. Risher’s leadership 
and, by the 1950s, enrollment reached 365. Col. Risher served 
as the school’s headmaster until 1958, when his son Col. William 
R. Risher (Carlisle Class of ’44), who had been a member of the 
school’s faculty since 1948, took over the role.  Enrollment began 
to drop in the late 1960s and, by 1977, Carlisle had barely over 
100 students attending. Carlisle Military School closed in the 
spring of 1977, and the campus became a Jobs Corps facility to 
offer education and job training for disadvantaged youth.  By that 
time, though, the Risher family had already made their mark here 
in Camden with the opening of Camden Military Academy. 

Carlisle cadets, ca. 1922 

Camden Academy's first football team, 1953 

Continued on Page 5 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the 
Camden Archives and Museum 

Board of Directors 
Stephen E. Van Horn, Chairman 
John F. Miller, Vice-Chairman 
Ellen B. Stephenson, Recording Secretary 
Louise Burns, Treasurer 
Mary Ann Blaskowitz 
Moultrie Burns 
Meta B. Markley 
Townley Redfearn 
Brenda Sullivan 
Frank Goodale, ex officio member from the 

Camden Archives and Museum Commission 
Katherine H. Richardson, ex officio & Director 

Camden Archives and Museum 

Staff Members 
Katherine H. Richardson, Director 
Rickie Good, Curator of Collections 
Sarah Murray, Cataloging and Reference Archivist 
Lon Outen, Research Assistant 
Windy Corbett, Research Assistant 
Chanelle L. Sharper, Programming and 
Communications Coordinator, 
African American Cultural Center of Camden 

From the Chairman 
Dear Friends: 
I hope this newsletter finds all of you well and able to enjoy this beautiful 

spring weather. 
This newsletter answers the question, “Why do we need an archives?” 
The Risher and the Villepigue families both embraced the idea of letting 

the Archives preserve their legacies.  These two outstanding South Carolina 
families can now call the Camden Archives home.  Thanks to both for their 
collections. 

All of us in some way have been touched by the DuPont move to Kershaw 
County.  Plan to go by the Archives to experience this transformative period. 

Lastly, please welcome our newest staff member, Chanelle Sharper.  She is 
eager to help you with any research. 

Thanks to all of you and your interest in our Archives. 

Best regards, 
Steve Van Horn 

Credits 
Drawing of Camden Archives and Museum by 
Camden Architect Henry D. Boykin 

Photographs courtesy of 
Camden Archives and Museum 

The Friends of the Camden Archives and 
Museum is a membership organization 
concerned with supporting programs, protecting 
a continually growing collection, and expanding 
the facility. The purpose of the Archives and 
Museum is to collect, organize, preserve, and 
make items of historical interest related to 
Camden and the surrounding areas available to 
the public. 

The Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
newsletter is published twice a year. 

Co-Editors 
Katherine H. Richardson 
Rickie Good 

Writers this issue 
Katherine H. Richardson 
Sarah Murray 
Rickie Good 

Story ideas, suggestions, and comments are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

Camden Archives and Museum 
1314 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 
(803) 425-6050 
www.camdenarchives.org 

Hours 
Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm 
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm 
Free admission 

Find us on YouTube and Facebook 

Meet Our Newest Staff Member 
By KATHERINE H. RICHARDSON, Director 

Chanelle L. Sharper joined the Camden 
Archives and Museum team in February as the 
Programming and Communications Coordinator 
for the African American Cultural Center of 
Camden. Chanelle holds a degree from Claflin 
University in Management Information Science 
and has nine years of experience working as a 
mainframe computer developer with Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of South Carolina. There she was 
a Senior Applications Developer and oversaw 
the enrollment system used by health insurance 
carriers for the TRICARE program. 

We first met Chanelle as she researched 
and developed a food tour of Camden in the fall of 2018. Her vision was to 
organize a tour which would guide visitors through the wonderful town of 
Camden and its history using our local restaurants as focal points along the 
way.  She asked for our help in learning and researching the history of the city 
and of its restaurants. So the staff loaded her research table up with vertical 
files and the official tour guide to the City of Camden. She spent weeks 
building her tour, obtaining old images, documenting our epicurean sites, and 
making a great impression on the Archives staff. 

Chanelle also began volunteering at the African American Cultural Center 
soon after it opened. When the time came to hire a part-time employee to 
help manage the center, Chanelle was a well-proven candidate!  We welcomed 
Chanelle to the city team in February of 2019. She is currently researching the 
early 20th century residents of Campbell Street as a part of the Archives’ goal 
of documenting our historic African American community and its people – in 
addition to keeping the center open and staffed and assisting with programming 
for the center’s “Let’s Talk About …” series of lectures. 
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Focus on the Collection 
Villepigue Family Papers at the Camden Archives and Museum 

By SARAH MURRAY, Cataloging and Reference Archivist 

Late last year the Camden Archives received a wonderful 
collection of papers and memorabilia relating to the family 
of John M. Villepigue, who lived in Camden for generations.  
Included in the collection are souvenirs like a German flying 
helmet sent back to Camden by a son serving in Europe during 
World War II, European currency from the 1940s, military 
patches, insignia, and ribbons, diplomas, military medals, 
jewelry, photographs, and family letters.  It is a diverse and 
interesting collection that we are honored to preserve. 

Many residents of Camden still remember John McCaa 
Villepigue, the long-time football coach at Camden High School. 
Born in 1890 to Paul T. Villepigue and his wife Elise McCaa, John Jr., Lucia, Harrington Yates, Villepigue was a graduate of the Staunton Military Institute in and John Villepigue, Sr. Staunton, Virginia.  In April 1917, he married Lucia Gibbon 

Yates of Camden, and together they had two sons, John McCaa “Jack” Villepigue, Jr. and Harrington Yates Villepigue.  
John coached the football team at Camden High from 1926 until 1941 and also owned the Camden Coal & Ice Company 
on Mill Street. He died in April 1990 and lies buried at Quaker Cemetery.  Items in this collection that belonged to John 
Villepigue include a Camden Graded School reading medal from 1904, a pocket watch presented to him “as a token of 
esteem and affection” from the citizens of Camden in 1926, and several football charms. 

Lucia Gibbon Yates was born in 1889 in Charleston, a daughter of Cornelius Harrington Yates and his wife Rosa Lillian 
Jones. She graduated from Camden Graded School in 1907 and was a charter member of the Camden Garden Club. Mrs. 
Villepigue died in August 1996 and lies buried with her husband at Quaker Cemetery.  This collection includes several 
pieces of her sheet music dating from 1895 through 1915 as well as a journal she kept while on a trip through Colorado, 
Utah, Oregon, and other western states in 1948. 

Many of the letters and artifacts in this collection relate directly to the Villepigue’s two sons, John M. “Jack” Villepigue, 
Jr. and Harrington Yates Villepigue.  Born in 1920, Jack Villepigue graduated from Camden High School in 1938 and 
from the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland in December 1941.  He served in the Pacific aboard the 
cruiser U.S.S. Quincy and was killed when his ship was bombed by Japanese forces on August 9, 1942 during the Battle 
of Savo Island. Jack wrote many of the letters in this collection to his parents while he was attending the Marion Institute 
(Marion, Alabama), the Naval Academy, and while he was serving aboard the U.S.S. Quincy. His final letter to his 
parents was written less than 10 days before he was killed. Well over 100 letters in this collection were written to Jack’s 
parents by friends and acquaintances after Jack was identified as missing in action. After his death, Jack was awarded the 
Purple Heart, the American Defense Medal, and the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and these, as well as his Battle “E” 
Medal, are part of this collection. 

Jack’s younger brother, Harrington Yates Villepigue, was born in 1923 and graduated from Camden High School in 
1941. After high school, he attended the Clemson Agricultural College (later Clemson University) but left in 1943 to 
enlist in the United States Army.  Entering active service in June 1943, Yates served as a private in the 120th Infantry and 
participated in campaigns at the Ardennes, the Rhineland, and in Central Europe.  He was honorably discharged from the 
Army in December 1945 and returned to school at Clemson, graduating in 1947. He earned his degree in mechanical 
engineering from Clemson and worked at the Savannah River Plant for 34 years. This collection includes his military 
dog tags, numerous letters that Yates wrote to his parents while he was attending school in Clemson, and a number of 
souvenirs sent to his father while he was fighting in Europe during World War II. 

This collection was given to the Camden Archives by Yates Villepigue’s widow Violet and it came to us in many of the 
boxes and containers in which it had been carefully stored for decades. These items join a number of letters and artifacts 
donated to the Archives over the years by other members of the Villepigue family. We are most appreciative that the 
family has entrusted this slice of Camden’s history to our care. 
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A Transformative Event: When DuPont Came To Camden 
by RICKIE GOOD, Curator of Collections 

Rumors had been swirling 
for months. Land options 
had been exercised. Surveys 
had been completed. Visits, 
letters, and telegrams between 
Camden and Wilmington, 
Delaware had been flying. 
Then, in April 1948, the 
decision became public and 
everything changed. DuPont 
was coming to Camden. And 
this time, tourism and horses 
were not part of the plan. 

When the E. I. du Pont 
de Nemours and CompanyAerial View of the May Plant, May Times, October 6, 1950 decided to locate their 
newest plant in Camden, the 

city and state were jubilant. Politicians, businessmen, and civic leaders had been pushing South Carolina’s benefits to 
manufacturers for years. After being dependent on agriculture and tourism for decades, after the end of World War II, 
leading citizens began touting all the benefits to manufacturing that the state could offer.  Lots of land, a good work force, 
access to transportation, and a welcoming climate from both nature and the community were huge selling points for a state 
and town hungry for stable year-round permanent employment. 

For DuPont, Camden’s infrastructure and welcoming community, as well as easy access to transportation, were key 
selling points that lifted the area over other communities in South Carolina and other states across the South. For Camden, 
a few citizens were concerned about the changes that the manufacturing giant would bring to the small town and longtime 
tourist destination, but the majority were eager to embrace the economic advantages that a company like DuPont would 
bring. 

A Transformative Event: When DuPont Came To Camden will look at how one decision changed an entire community.   
The exhibit explores this “transformative event” through photographs, artifacts, and archival material. Our focus will be 
on the physical and cultural changes to Camden, Lugoff, and the surrounding area, the history of the DuPont May Plant, 
and how the shift from a primarily agricultural economic base to more balanced agricultural and industrial base changed 

the community.  In the words 
of the DuPont May Plant’s first 
manager, Leland Jones, the 
plant and Camden became a 
“community of people working 
together” with a “good balance 
… achieved between industry, 
agriculture, and commerce.” 

The exhibit will open on 
August 12, 2019 in the Whiteley 
Room and will close on February 
13, 2020. 

May Plant construction force, 
May Times Volume 6, 

Number 12, March 16, 1956 
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Calendar of Events 
At the Archives and Museum 

• Now through July 31, 2019 - Exhibit: Through the Camera’s Eye: A Photographic Portrait of Camden’s 
African American Community. 

• August 12, 2019 - February 13, 2020 - A Transformative Event: When DuPont Came to Camden 
• February 24, 2020 to August 30,2020 - Hair Combs: Alluring and Practical 
• Ongoing Exhibit – The Ross E. Beard Collection. An exceptional collection of firearms 
• Ongoing Exhibit – South Carolina’s little brown dog. A history of Camden’s own -  the Boykin Spaniel 

At the African American Cultural Center of Camden 
• Now through September 7, 2019 - Exhibit: Through the Camera’s Eye: A Photographic Portrait of Camden’s 

African American Community. 

All exhibits are free and open to the public 

CMA Cadets on Broad Street, 1967 

Continued from page 1 - Camden Military Academy 

The next step in the connection between the Carlisle Military 
School and Camden Military Academy was the opening of 
Camden Academy in September, 1950.  Camden Academy was 
organized after Col. John F. Wall, a retired U.S. Army cavalry 
officer who had come to Camden shortly before World War II, 
visualized a school on the Southern Aviation School campus at 
Woodward Airfield.  The Southern Aviation School had operated 
there from early 1941 through August 1944 and had provided 
flight instruction to more than 6,000 Army Air Corps cadets.  The 
buildings on the campus had been vacant since 1944 but were still 
in good shape, and Col. Wall, with the help of John C. West, John 
deLoach, and Camden Mayor Henry Savage, convinced the War 
Assets Administration to sell the property to Kershaw County and 
the City of Camden. By June 1949, it had been sold again to the 
creators of Camden Academy and community leaders took over 

planning to hire faculty and recruit students. When the school opened, 42 young men had enrolled. Enrollment increased 
over the next several years, but the school did not survive. It closed at the end of the 1956-1957 school year. 

After Camden Academy closed, community leaders began searching for someone to buy the property for, hopefully, 
another school. Camden businessman Carl Schlosburg and other community leaders had been in contact with Col. James 
F. Risher at Carlisle Military School for several years in an attempt to get his help in starting a military school on the 
Camden Academy site, but he was not interested.  Mr. Schlosburg and other community leaders, however, helped him 
change his mind, and Col. Risher purchased the property in June 1958. Col. Risher’s younger son, Lanning P. Risher 
(Carlisle Class of ’48), who had been teaching at Carlisle since 1955, was named the new school’s first Headmaster, a 
position he held until his retirement in 1995. Camden Military Academy opened on September 8, 1958 with 95 cadets 
from sixteen states and four foreign countries. During CMA’s first years in existence, Col. James Risher flew to Camden 
from Bamberg at least once each week to discuss school matters with his son, to get to know the staff, and to share 
his thoughts with cadets. This was just one way that a part of the Carlisle tradition was passed on to Camden Military 
Academy.  

By the time Col. Lanning Risher retired as the Headmaster of Camden Military Academy in 1995, members of the 
Risher family had led both Camden Military Academy and Carlisle Military School for the previous 67 years.  Col. 
Lanning Risher, Camden Military’s Headmaster Emeritus, is still active on the school’s campus and, with Headmaster 
Col. Eric Boland, is responsible for getting his school’s materials here to the Camden Archives.  We are grateful for their 
trust in us to care for their collection and look forward to making it available to the public. 
Camden Archives and Museum 5 June 2019 



 
 

 
  
   

 

 
  

 
   

 
  

  
  
 

  
 

   
  
   

  
  
  

  
 

 
 

   
  

  
  

  
   

   
   

   
  
   

   
   

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

2019 Friends of the 
Camden Archives and Museum 

(through May 13, 2019)
This newsletter and other activities in support of the Archives and Museum are made 

possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations: 

BENEFACTOR Glenn Tucker DONATIONS 
Vicki Vaughan Willms 

$500 and up Mary Kelly Williams In memory of 
Steve & Liza Van Horn Sue Ziemke SC Daughters of American Margaret Joseph 
Joe & Brenda Sullivan Revolution Sandy and Henry Boykin 

SC State Society of DAR 
FAMILY In memory of 

$45-99 HONORARIUMS Margaret Rowland 
PATRON Charles & Judy Baxley Plowden 
$250-499 John & Millie Blanchard In honor of Liza and Steve Van Horn 

Glen & Joan Inabinet Anc & Mary Elizabeth Henry and Kitty Beard 
Michael & Tina Lockhart Boykin Alex and Carol Beard In memory of 
John & Mary Catherine Ronnie & Betty Ann Bradley Carl Smith 

Miller Earl & Nancy Bryant In honor of Sandy and Henry Boykin 
Sandra Boykin Smith John M. Burns Meta A. Beard 

Dennis & Maris Cannon Alex and Carol Beard In memory of 
Tommy & Hope Cooper Sadie von Tresckow 

CONTRIBUTOR Marty Daniels In honor of Richard H. Chesnut 
$100-249 John & Harriet DuBose Ellen and John Stephenson 

Henry & Kitty Beard Dr. & Mrs. E. Cantey Haile Alex and Carol Beard In memory of 
Meta A. Beard Chip & Mary Stuart Hardy Lynn Boykin Wilson 

William C. Boyd David & Glenna Kinard Sandy and Henry Boykin 
Fred & Mary Bryant Emily McGuirt MEMORIALS 
Jim & Louise Burns Jack & Carolyn McKittrick 
Charlsie D. Cantey Billy & Molly Nettles In memory of 

Jim & Lucille Cantey Jonathan Sheppard Don and Betty Buhrmaster 
John Carmichael & Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper 

Ann Hagan 
Richard H. Chesnut Individual In memory of 

Nancy G. & $25-44 Pete Cantey 
Sam W. Chesnutt Linda Anderson Dr and Mrs. Larry Parrot 

Larry Conger Jane McCutchen Brown 
Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper Joanna B. Craig In memory of 
Julian & Shirley Culvern Cindy S. Dieringer Risher Fairey 

Mike & Sarah Davis Lynn DeLoache Harry Dalton 
Di DuBose Jean Dunay Walter Edgar 

Sandy Z. DuBose Katherine Dunlap Edmonds Frank and Linda Goodale 
Jay & Missy Fallon Marietta W. Gordon Lisa Hendrix 

Staci N. Gaffos Kay Kinard Julianne Kleckley 
Ryan & Sharon Gaskin Karen Kirkman Lon and Donna Outen 
Frank & Linda Goodale J. Nelson McLeod Tony and Laura Scotti 

Kenneth S. Higgenbotham Louise C. Myers Roger E. Stroup 
Mary Jones Deas Penman Liza and Steve Van Horn 

Bruce & Susan Lueck Edward Rogers Lynn G. Watkins 
Elva R. Pitsenbarger 

Townley & Jean Redfearn 
Lanning & Deane Risher 

Marilyn Schroder 
Victor Strauss 

Donna Lawhon Trapp 
In memory of 
Phyllis Gale 

Names of donors, 
memorials and 

honorariums are current 
Austin & JoAnn Sheheen 

Christy Taucher 
David J. Washer 

George R. P. Walker 
Henrietta Morton through May 13. 
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Why you should join Friends of the Archives and Museum 

With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a treasure chest 
of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to explore a 
wealth of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials. 

What happens at the Archives and Museum? 
With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives and Museum 

organization, the staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. 
Artifacts in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage. 

The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as having 
one of the best genealogical research libraries in the state. It houses a diverse collection of books, microfilm, 
maps, files, periodicals, and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research. 

What is found in the Archives and Museum? 
The Archives and Museum has a large collection of photographs and artifacts. It is also the repository for 

a number of city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinances, and other miscellaneous records. 
Census records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files, and SC Death Certificates 
from 1915-1952 are available for research. The S.C. Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the 
S.C. Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives and Museum building. 

The Museum contains both permanent and temporary exhibits on the history of the Camden area. More 
information about the Archives and Museum and its collections can be found at www.camdenarchives.org. 

How can you help? 
You can support the efforts of the Archives and Museum by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives 

and Museum. This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment 
of the Archives and Museum. 

Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help 
finance construction and renovation projects. The Archives and Museum has many other needs which exceed 
available funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs. 

“Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintaining, 
in most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to maintain 
the level of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn, president 
of the Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

How do you join the Friends? 
You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also make donations 

to the Archives and Museum through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help 
promote the Camden Archives and Museum’s mission of “preserving the past for the future.” 

As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year 
newsletter as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on 
page 8 with your donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you 
for your consideration and support! 
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Camden Archives and Museum 
1314 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Permit #64 

Camden, SC 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
Membership 2019 

____ $25 - 44 ____ $45 - $99 ____ $100 - $249 ____ $250 - $499 ____ $500 
Individual  Family  Contributor Patron  Benefactor 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: _____________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

Mail checks along with this form to: 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. 

Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you! 
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