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The “Lost” Spring 
By RICKIE GOOD, Curator of Collections 

On March 16, Mel Pearson, City Manager, closed the Camden Archives and Museum to the public in response to the 
COVID-19 epidemic. Although visitors could not physically access the building, staff remained at work. We encouraged 
the public to contact us via email or the telephone with their research questions and we used social media to direct guests 
to our YouTube channel (Camden, SC Archives) to view videos on Camden’s history and prior exhibits.

Staff also continued working on the numerous ongoing daily tasks required by an Archives and Museum. From March 
16 until June 1, here are a few of the many projects undertaken by our staff.

Sarah Murray, Cataloging and Reference Archivist, and Lon Outen, Research Assistant, continued to process collections 
throughout this period. In addition to material already in our collection, she and Lon accepted several new items and 
processed them into the collection. It is always difficult to catalog oversized papers when we are open to the public due to 
space limitations – Sarah has managed to take care of her entire backlog of these items. She is happy to report that she is 
finally able to see the bottom of her shelves!

In addition to cataloging, Lon was able to continue researching the Wateree River. He was also our point person for 
responding to researcher’s questions by both email and telephone. In his “spare” time, he photocopied a large amount of 
old newspaper clippings onto acid-free paper. His diligence at this task will ensure that the information in these clippings 
will be with us for many years.

Todd W. Adams, Research Assistant, continued to work on the upcoming exhibit at the African American Cultural 
Center of Camden. A Legacy of African American Skilled Labor and Entrepreneurship opened June 22, 2020. The extra 
time allowed Todd to do more research on the exhibit and to find a wonderful variety of photographs. Todd and I worked 
on a short video using a number of historic photographs of Camden residents and businesses. That video is available on 
our YouTube channel – Camden, SC Archives. Todd also conducted a number of oral histories with long-time residents 
talking about their memories of African American businesses in the 1920s-1930s. Excerpts from these oral histories will 
be part of the exhibit.

Katherine H. Richardson, Director, has spent the last two months completing her research and finalizing her report on 
the historic Port of Camden and the history of Camden’s ferries and bridges over the Wateree River. A “simple” request 

Continued on page 4 - “Lost” Spring 

Sarah Murray and Lon Outen hard at work during our “lost” spring. 
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From the Chairman 
Dear Friends:
During our town’s significant “down time” due to the 2020 pandemic, the 

Archives staff has developed a variety of very important subjects.
Even the best history buffs of Camden will learn new aspects of life here.  

Katherine’s study on the Port of Camden, Todd’s Cultural Center exhibit, and 
Lon’s research on the Wateree River -each has played an important part for all 
of us to enjoy.

If this isn’t enough, Rickie has done a complete update of the Historic 
Sites Tour Guide, with photos, map, and detailed descriptions of many of our 
important landmarks.

Enjoy this latest newsletter.  Thank each of you for your financial support and 
enthusiastic interest in the Archives.

   Best Regards, 
Steve Van Horn

New exhibit at the African American 
Cultural Center of Camden 

By TODD W. ADAMS, Research Assistant 

African American Skilled Labor and Entrepreneurship in Camden 

Broad Street, 1939. From the Wilhelmine Kirby Waller Collection. 

Many recognize that Charleston’s early rise was largely because it was 
and remains a port city. Port towns and cities usually foster more economic 
activity and cultural exchange due to the very nature of how they operate, with 
economies flowing across racial lines. Like Charleston, Camden was also an 
influential port and shipbuilding community in South Carolina history and 
benefited from this status. Port communities usually support more commerce 

Continued on page 4 - Exhibit 
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Todd W. Adams working on an exhibit for the African American Cultural Center of Camden. 

Katherine Richardson reviewing her 
report on the Port of Camden. 

Rickie Good working on this 
newsletter. 

Visit us on Facebook - 
@CamdenArchivesMuseum 
@AfricanAmericanCamden 

Visit us on YouTube - 
Camden SC Archives 
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“Lost” Spring - Continued from page 1 

for more information about the area surrounding the city’s 
new Camden Riverfront Environmental Park evolved 
into a multi- month research project into the land, people, 
and water transportation system used in Camden from 
the colonial period until the 1930s. Katherine’s report is 
available to researchers and historians at the Archives. 

I have been working from home for most of the past 
two months. Luckily, most of my projects could be done 
on the computer or over the Internet. I completed several 
video and print projects that had been “in the works” 
for several months. These included a new brochure 
for Camden’s Downtown District, a video tour of the 
Downtown District, and a new full-color Guide to 
Historic Sites. 

The Guide is an updated version of the Kershaw County 
Historical Society’s A Guide to Historic Sites in Camden, 
South Carolina. This past year we realized that everyone 
was almost out of the old guides. After consulting with 
Joan Inabinet and the Kershaw County Historic Society, 
Katherine and I decided that we would create a new 
guide using both current and historical photographs, 
new research, and a new map showing the city’s historic 
districts. The finished product is available for purchase at 
the Archives. 

All of our staff were excited when we re-opened on 
June 1. We were very ready to welcome researchers and 
visitors back to the Archives and Museum. At the same 
time, the last several months have allowed us to make 
great headway on our perenni al “backlog” of tasks. 

So, how did you spend the last few months?

Welcome back! 

New Hours 
Monday-Friday 8:30am - 5pm 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 

Exhibit - Continued from page 2 

and offshoot employment to support their existence than 
communities without ports. 

Although Charleston was the major hub of African 
American businesses and newspapers in South Carolina, 
Camden was also a center of African American 
commerce. In fact, one of the first African American 
general mercantile and grocery stores outside of 
Charleston was opened in Camden in 1873 by John 
Moreau Dibble. Soon after, his brother E.H. Dibble 
opened his own store in a building that still stands at the 
corner of Broad and DeKalb Streets in Camden. These 
were popular businesses that catered to both whites and 
African Americans. The Dibble family would become 
a powerful influence in the region with involvement 
in business and politics. E.H. Dibble was also a South 
Carolina State Representative in post-reconstruction 
South Carolina. 

As was mentioned earlier, Camden was a hub of 
economic activity. Newspaper accounts going back as 
far as 1828 describe the city as a thriving port with as 
many as thirty cargo boats a day going to Charleston and 
as many arriving. At times, Broad Street was described 
as being choked with traffic for several straight days. 
The geographic location in addition to the river and ship 
building port most likely contributed to the opportunities 
available here. 

In the early part of the 20th century, Camden had 
all types of African American skilled tradespeople 
and businesses from shoemakers to lawyers. It is also 
apparent that some of these businesses were next to and 
around white owned businesses in downtown Camden. 
Camden has a long legacy of African American skilled 
labor and entrepreneurship. 

Susan Price and her daughter Florence Price, owners 
of a store at the corner of York and Broad Streets. 

From the South Caroliniania Library, Columbia, SC.
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Calendar of Events 
At the Archives and Museum 

• Through February 2021 - Hair Combs: Alluring and Practical 
• Spring 2021 - The Battles of Camden: 1780 and 1781 
• Ongoing Exhibit – The Ross E. Beard Collection. An exceptional collection of firearms 
• Ongoing Exhibit – South Carolina’s little brown dog. A history of Camden’s own -  the Boykin Spaniel

At the African American Cultural Center of Camden 
• Through December 2020 - A Legacy of African-American Skilled Labor and Entrepreneurship 

All exhibits are free and open to the public 

In the Whiteley Room... 
By RICKIE GOOD, Curator of Collections 

Hair combs are one of the oldest tools known to mankind with the oldest 
known comb dating to over 10,000 years ago. The earliest combs were simple 
affairs used for grooming one’s hair but it was not long before decorative 
combs began showing up in diverse cultures all over the world. 

Prior to the 1850s, people made combs out of natural materials like wood, 
horn, ivory, shell, metals, and precious stones.  Tortoiseshell and horn were 
commonly used materials since they could be softened and formed into a wide 
variety of shapes. Although tortoiseshell could be expensive and difficult to 
find, horn was abundant in most cultures.

In the United States, hair combs became widely used in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Not only did many of the elaborate 19th century hairstyles 
cry out for combs and pins to hold 
them in place, changes in technology 
made the hair combs much more 
attainable for the middle classes. The 
plastic revolution of the mid and late 
1800s made mass production of hair 
combs possible and affordable.

Comb makers used one of the 
earliest plastics, celluloid, to make hair combs. Combs made from celluloid were 
durable, easy to work with, and much less expensive than either tortoiseshell or 
ivory.  Imitation tortoiseshell and “French Ivory” found a ready market. 

Other plastics, Bakelite and Catalin, became popular in the early 1900s and 
largely replaced celluloid.  Bakelite, developed in 1909, had a darker shade while 
Catalin plastic accepted bright or light colors. By the 1940s, celluloid, Bakelite, 
and Catalin had been superseded by other synthetic plastics. 

By the mid-20th century, fashions had changed and hair combs were no longer 
“must haves” on every woman’s shopping list.  But for more than 100 years hair 
combs, from the simple to the intricate and from inexpensive mass produced 
items to luxurious one of a kind fashion statements, reigned supreme in women’s 
hair styles. 
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2020 Friends of the 
Camden Archives and Museum 

(through June 1, 2020)
This newsletter and other activities in support of the Archives and Museum are made 

possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations: 

BENEFACTOR FAMILY DONATIONS 
$500 and up $45-99 SC Society of 

Colonial Dames 
Tom & Virginia Ann John & Millie Blanchard SC Society of the Dames 

Mullikin Dick & Mary Ann SC State Society of DAR 
Steve & Liza Van Horn Blaskowitz Cindy Wofford
Glenn & Nancy Tucker Henry & Sandy Boykin

Ronnie & Betty Ann Bradley 

PATRON 
Earl & Nancy Bryant

John M. Burns HONORARIUMS 

$250-499 

Michael & Staige 
Debenedetti 

Neal Clark
Tommy & Hope Cooper

Janson & Cleta Cox
Joanna B. Craig 

In honor of 
Kitty and Henry Beard 

Alex and Carol Graf-Beard

Glen & Joan Inabinet Dr. & Mrs. E. Cantey Haile In honor of 
John & Mary Catherine Derick & Sallie Iselin Meta A. Beard 

Miller Mrs. Frances Jeffcoat Alex and Carol Graf-Beard
Priscilla Nicholson Paul Joseph 

David & Glenna Kinard In honor of 
Dick & Meta Markley Ellen and John Stephenson 

CONTRIBUTOR Jack & Carolyn McKittrick Alex and Carol Graf-Beard
$100-249 

Jim & Louise Burns 
Jim & Lucille Cantey 

Billy & Molly Nettles 
Jim & Cathy Nichols 

John & Ellen Stephenson
In honor of 

Robert E. Watkins 
Cindy Wofford

Richard H. Chesnut
Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper Individual MEMORIALS 

Larry Conger 
Mike & Sarah Davis

Alfred Mae Drakeford
Di DuBose 

$25-44 

Linda Anderson 
Jane McCutchen Brown

In memory of 
Robert Gardner 
Peggy Gardner 

Dr. Staci N. Gaffos
Ryan & Sharon Gaskin

Mary Jones 
Dr. & Mrs. Lawson Lewis

Deborah Davis 
Katherine Dunlap Edmonds
Helen King-Brookes Futrell

Marietta W. Gordon

In memory of 
Parker Gibson 

Lon and Donna Outen 

Bruce & Susan Lueck
John & Ruth Moyer 

Fred Ogburn
Elva R. Pitsenbarger

Stoney Hilton
Kay Kinard 

J. Nelson McLeod 
Emily McGuirt

In memory of 
John D. Kornegay 

Henry and Kitty Beard

Patricia Richardson Bill Nettles In memory of 
Lanning & Deane Risher Deas Penman Dr. M. Lee Mays 

Ed & Helen Royall M. Elaine Proctor Henry and Kitty Beard
George & Sue Senson 

Austin & JoAnn Sheheen 
Jack & Lisa Towell

Sue Ziemke

Edward Rodgers
Marilyn Schroder 

Col. Lewis Sowell, Jr.
Donna Lawhon Trapp

In memory of 
Mary C. Nicholson 
Priscilla Nicholson 

In memory of 
Donnell Pope 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry D. Boykin

In memory of 
Harvey Teal 

Lon and Donna Outen 

In memory of 
John C. West 

Henry and Kitty Beard

Names of donors, 
memorials and 

honorariums are current 
through June 1. 

David J. Washer
Robert E. Watkins
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Why you should join the 
Friends of the Archives and Museum 

With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a treasure chest 
of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to explore a wealth 
of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials. 

What happens at the Archives and Museum? 
With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives and Museum 

organization, the staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. 
Artifacts in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage. 

The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as having one 
of the best genealogical research libraries in the state. It houses a diverse collection of books, microfilm, maps, 
files, periodicals, and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research.

What is found in the Archives and Museum? 
The Archives and Museum has a large collection of photographs and artifacts.  It is also the repository for a 

number of city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinances, and other miscellaneous records. Census 
records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files, and SC Death Certificates from 1915-
1952 are available for research. The S.C. Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the S.C. Society 
Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives and Museum building. 

The Museum contains both permanent and temporary exhibits on the history of the Camden area. More 
information about the Archives and Museum and its collections can be found at www.camdenarchives.org. 

How can you help? 
You can support the efforts of the Archives and Museum by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives and 

Museum. This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment of the 
Archives and Museum. 

Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help finance 
construction and renovation projects. The Archives and Museum has many other needs which exceed available 
funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs.

“Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintaining, in 
most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to maintain the level 
of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn, president of the Friends 
of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

How do you join the Friends? 
You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also make donations to the 

Archives and Museum through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help promote 
the Camden Archives and Museum’s mission of “preserving the past for the future.”

As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year newsletter 
as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on page 8 with your 
donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you for your consideration 
and support!
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Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
Membership 2020 

____ $25 - 44 ____ $45 - $99 ____ $100 - $249 ____ $250 - $499 ____ $500 
Individual  Family  Contributor Patron  Benefactor 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: _____________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

Mail checks along with this form to: 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. 

Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you! 




