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Water Power! A Brief History of Kendall Lake 
By KATHERINE H. RICHARDSON, Director 

The Archives and Museum will mount an exhibit about Camden’s Cotton Mill Era in late January, 2018.  Camden’s 
commercial cotton mill has historically been located at the lake on Little Pine Tree Creek, known long ago as “Factory 
Pond,” and now as “Kendall Lake.” The lake has held a place in Camden’s history for over 250 years. 

When the first settlers came into the Camden area, they were entitled to colonial grants of 50 
acres per head in their household, including enslaved people in their possession. To apply for a 
grant of land, one had to first have an official colonial surveyor plat the tract of land and register it 
with the colonial government in Charleston. If all was well and the tract not already surveyed for 
someone else, a colonial grant was issued to the land seeker, and later a memorial was registered for 
the whole transaction. These colonial plats tell us a great deal about the development of the land in 
South Carolina. 

The earliest plat of the land where the lake is located was drawn in 1761. This plat made by 
Deputy Surveyor John Evans already delineated the lake on Little Pine Tree Creek as well as the 
dam, a saw mill and a grist mill, indicating that the property had already been developed by the time 
it was mapped. The first owner was Camden’s Samuel Wyly, who was granted 650 acres spanning 
the land surrounding the pond and extending to the Wateree River. Wyly was a leader amongst the 
Quaker settlers in Camden and became the colonial agent to the Catawba Indians. He was also a 

County, 1761.  deputy surveyor.  The value of this land was not lost on Samuel Wyly.  Land on bold streams meant 
Image courtesy of property with the potential of a power source. 
the SC Department So some time prior to January of 1761, a dam was built across the creek and the resulting mill 
of Archives and Continued on page 5
History. 

A portion of Samuel 
Wyly’s Plat for 650 
Acres in Craven 

Calendar of Events 
All exhibits are free and open to the public 

Now through January 19, 2018 – Exhibit: “Alexander Young: Silversmith, Clockmaker, Etc.” 

January 30, 2018 - August 11, 2018 – Exhibit: “Camden’s Cotton Mill Era: 1838-1960” 

August 31, 2018 - January 2, 2019 - Exhibit: “...make no Doubt we shall carry this post...” The History and 
Archaelology of Fort Mott” 

Ongoing Exhibit – “The Ross E. Beard Collection” An exceptional collection of firearms. 

Ongoing Exhibit – “South Carolina’s little brown dog” The Boykin Spaniel - come see Camden’s own little 
brown dog! 
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The Friends of the Camden Archives and 
Museum is a membership organization 
concerned with supporting programs, protecting 
a continually growing collection, and expanding 
the facility. The purpose of the Archives and 
Museum is to collect, organize, preserve, and 
make items of historical interest related to 
Camden and the surrounding areas available to 
the public. 

The Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
newsletter is published twice a year. 

Co-Editors 
Katherine H. Richardson 
Rickie Good 

Writers this issue 
Katherine H. Richardson 
Sarah Murray 
Rickie Good 

Story ideas, suggestions, and comments are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

Camden Archives and Museum 
1314 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 
(803) 425-6050 
www.camdenarchives.org 

Museum Hours 
Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm 
Saturdays 10 am - 4 pm 

Free admission 

From the Chairman 
Dear Friends: 

I hope you will find this newsletter from the Friends as enjoyable as I have. 
I bring to your attention two important opportunities that continue to bring 

the Archives further down the digital road.  Please read Rickie Good’s article 
on the City of Camden phone app and Katherine Richardson’s article on the 
Boykin Spaniel’s video.  Both will supplement the significant interest in our 
city and its important history. 

Your interest in the Archives by your encouragement and membership are 
moving us forward. Our plans will become a reality.  Thank you for being a 
Friend! 

Best regards, 
Steve Van Horn 

The Story of the Boykin Spaniel 
by KATHERINE H. RICHARSON, Director 

The Camden Archives and Museum recently partnered with the Boykin 
Spaniel Society to create a 12 minute video about the history of the Boykin 
Spaniel, originally bred right here in Kershaw County. The video was 
developed, in part, because staff never produced an exhibit video for the 
popular “Little Brown Dog” exhibit which we mounted three years ago. The 
staff has produced in-house videos for many of our changing exhibits.  We 
have found that, in this media-saturated age, people who will not take time to 
read exhibit text will take twelve to twenty minutes to watch a video on the 
exhibit. We are here to educate, and like a school teacher, we use multiple 
approaches! We also thought it would be an excellent tool for the Boykin 
Spaniel Society to use in educating the public about these exceptional dogs. 
The video is now on our YouTube site – just search for “Camden Archives and 
Museum.” Several of our Archives and Museum videos are there to view! 
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Phone App for City of Camden 
by RICKIE GOOD, Curator of Collections 

The Tourism Department of the City of Camden has just published the Official Camden Audio Tours phone app for 
both iPhones and Android smart phones.  Visitors from all over the world, as well as area residents, will love to explore 
the charming, historic, and especially walkable city of Camden. Now everyone – near and far – can experience their own 
self-guided tour of each of the city’s nine historic touring Districts.  

By simply downloading the free CAMDEN TOUR application to a smartphone, real and “virtual” tourists can stroll 
and learn at their leisure the wonderful stories of more than one hundred historic sites around town. Along with visuals 
and audio narration by the Archive’s Curator of Collections, Rickie Good, the application includes a map of each of the 
touring districts, and complements the Camden: Classically Carolina Area Map brochure available at visitor locations 
throughout the city.  

Created by the Archives and Museum and Tourism Development staff, the Camden Tour application synthesizes 
information available at the Archives. These sources included individual research files, the Kershaw County Historical 
Society’s Guide to Historic Sites, Henry D. Boykin and Mrs. Thomas (Hope) Cooper’s title searches of more than 60 
historic sites, and the State Historic Preservation Office’s 1996 survey of Camden.  

The phone app has nine districts, ten maps, and 112 individual sites.  The phone app is free and can be downloaded from 
both the Google Play Store and the iTunes store.  Just search for Camden, SC! 

Left: Advertisement placed in SCPRT’s Discover Magazine to 
promote the phone app. 

Bottom: Title page of the app when in the horizontal position. 

The sites included in the phone app were decided upon by staff of the Archives and Museum and of the 
Tourism Department.  Each site had to meet one of several criteria: 

• Inclusion in the Kershaw County Historic Society’s Guide to Historic Sites in Camden, South 
Carolina. 

• Inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places either individually or as part of a National 
Register Historic District. 

• Visible from a public thoroughfare. 
• Have sufficient primary sources or research files available at the Archives to create a short piece about 

the site. 
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Focus on the Collection 
The Receipts of Charles L. Chatten (1854 – 1868) 

By SARAH MURRAY, Cataloging and Reference Archivist 

Perhaps one of the most exciting aspects of working with a manuscript collection 
like that at the Camden Archives and Museum is discovering items about which none 
of the staff was even aware.  Recently just such a collection was found – a group of 
sixty 19th century receipts issued to various Camden residents by local businessman 
Charles L. Chatten for goods and services as varied as rocking chairs, mattresses, 
bushels of wheat and corn, Plaster of Paris, and coffins. 

Charles L. Chatten, a native of New Jersey, was born ca. 1820 and had relocated 
to Camden by May of 1838, when he was named an “axman” with the Camden 
Independent Fire Engine Company.  Chatten, who would be identified as a builder 
and an undertaker in District Directories published in contemporary newspapers and 
as a “mechanic” in the 1860 Federal Census, started a furniture building and repair 
business with James F. Sutherland sometime after his arrival in Camden, but that 
partnership was dissolved late in 1841. In June 1843, Chatten published a notice in 
The Camden Journal announcing that he was starting a “Carpentering & Cabinet-
Making Business” and would be manufacturing and repairing furniture in Camden. 
He was also very involved in repairs and remodeling efforts at the Courthouse in 
Camden in the late 1840s and was paid $758.75 in 1850 for his work. By the late 
1840s and throughout the 1850s, Chatten published notices in Camden newspapers 
announcing that he was selling items such as self-rocking cradles, cement and Plaster 
of Paris for building and agricultural purposes, window shades, “metallic burial

Ledger page from the cases,” rocking and sewing chairs, sofa and work tables, music stools, and fancy
Chatten Collection items such as desk and corner “whatnots,” all out of his business on Broad Street. 

The receipts in the Archives’ collections demonstrate that his work was indeed 
varied, as he provided numerous different goods and services to his customers. 

Chatten’s customers in Camden included some of the names we all know so well today: McCaa, Shannon, DePass, 
Kennedy, Ancrum, and Chesnut, to name a few.  The customers for whom Chatten worked the most were, according to 
the receipts we have in our collection, L. W. R. Blair, Charles J. Shannon, and Anthony M. Kennedy.  In 1862 alone, for 
example, Chatten billed L.W.R. Blair $831.38 for furniture built and repaired during the year, and the receipts show that 
Chatten billed these three men for a total of more than $2,856. Other customers, however, had Chatten work for them 
only once. For example, S.D. Shannon was billed $18 for an excelsior chair, L.J. Dinkins was billed $5.50 for a “French 
Post Bedstead,” Sarah Workman was billed $1.50 for a cane stool, and Daniel 
P. Kirkland was billed $10 for a child’s coffin.  Other services Chatten provided 
to his various customers included staining and refinishing furniture, digging and 
filling graves, “fitting up Library & furnishing materials,” constructing windows 
and doors, constructing cornices, installing window shades, hanging pictures, 
installing and repairing locks, and repairing roofs. 

In addition to the content of these receipts, they are interesting for the view 
they provide into how residents of Camden got work done for their homes. 
Most of these receipts document Mr. Chatten’s work in building furniture, some 
of which may still adorn homes in Camden. He also, however, filled the role 
of roofer, locksmith, and handyman, as well as helping Camden residents bury 
loved ones. How lucky we are to have some record of Mr. Chatten’s work, to 
give us this glimpse into life in the 19th century here in Camden. 

Charles Shannon’s 1860 Account with Chatten. 
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Continued from page 1 - Water Power! 

pond began to form between the sloping hills on each side 
of the creek. The earliest dam would have been constructed 
of stone, wood, and earth. The dam was constructed with 
channels on either side to concentrate the water power. On 
each channel Wyly built a mill house with a mill wheel to 
harness the power. A little ways below the dam the channels 
flowed back into one stream – the stream we now see 
meandering through Kendall Park. 

Samuel Wyly sold the tract to Joseph Kershaw, in the 
name of Kershaw & Co., in 1762. Joseph Kershaw and his 
business partners William Ancrum, Lambert Lance, and Aaron 
Loocock amassed vast acreage in the area from 1758 on. 
They particularly sought out every tract adjacent to Little and 
Big Pine Tree Creeks that was available for grant, and they 
purchased other tracts which had already been granted, such 
as the Wyly tract.  The mills on Little Pine Tree Creek would 
have been true business assets for the mercantile company.  
They attracted people who needed their goods and services – 
which meant more potential patrons concentrated in the area 
for Kershaw’s store at Pine Tree Hill. 

After Joseph Kershaw’s death in 1791, the mill pond tract 
was acquired by Benjamin Carter, who appears as a neighbor 
on John Kershaw’s 392 acre tract of land in 1799.  Carter was 
a well-respected citizen of Camden, though apparently quite a 
character.  He was a Revolutionary War veteran, having fought 
for the Patriots at the battles of Brandywine and Germantown 
in 1777. He was with Washington’s troops at Valley Forge 
in 1777 to 1778 and later fought at the Battle of Camden and 
the Battle of Hobkirk’s Hill in 1780 and 1781.  Carter fought 
through the end of the war for American freedom.  Afterward, 
he made his primary living in Camden as a tanner, amassing 
a handsome fortune producing fine leather and morocco at his tan yard at the eastern end of York Street. The mills would 
have provided a steady income as well. 

Carter passed away in 1830 at the age of seventy-five. Having never married, Carter left his fortune to siblings, nieces 
and nephews. The tan yard, mill pond tract, and mills were given to his nephew, John Carter.  By 1838, the mill pond 
became the site of the DeKalb Factory, the area’s first large-scale cotton mill, and the pond became known as Factory 
Pond. From that time through today, the DeKalb Factory site has been occupied by Camden’s large cotton mills, through 
the incarnations of Wateree Mill and now Kendall Mill. In addition to supplying power for the cotton mills, the pond 
served many purposes for the Camden community.  It was the site of many community recreational outings. Through the 
years it was the best “swimming hole” in town and the location of several “swimming clubs.” The pond became the City 
of Camden’s watershed and source of drinking water in the twentieth century. 

So Little Pine Tree Creek, harnessed for its water power before 1761, became a lake with a depth of twenty to twenty-
five feet at the dam. It has been a center of commerce and recreation influencing Camden for over two and a half 
centuries. 

The exhibit entitled “Camden’s Cotton Mill Era: 1838-1960” will open on January 30, 2018 and run through August 11. 
It will be mounted in the Whiteley Room at the Archives. 

Originally published in the Camden Chronicle-Independent on June 22, 2017 
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2017 Friends of the 
Camden Archives and Museum 

(through November 15, 2017)
This newsletter and other activities in support of the Archives and Museum are made 

possible by the generous contributions of the following people and organizations: 

BENEFACTOR 
$500 and up 

The Bassett Foundation 
Joe & Brenda Sullivan 
Steve & Liza Van Horn 

PATRON 
$250-499 

Mrs. Meta A. Beard 
Barbara Z. Cantey 

Jay & Missy Fallon 
John & Mary Catherine Miller 
Michael & Marlene Mischner 

CONTRIBUTOR 
$100-249 

Jonathan & Kay Bazinet 
Henry & Kitty Beard 

Dick & Mary Ann Blaskowitz 
Jack Brantley 

Fred & Mary Bryant 
Jim & Louise Burns 
Charlsie D. Cantey 
Richard H. Chesnut 

Nancy G. & Sam W. Chesnutt 
Bill & Betty Coombs 

Betsy Buhrmaster Cooper 
Julian B. Culvern 

Marty Daniels 
Mike & Sarah Davis 
Bill & Kate Denton 

Alfred Mae Drakeford 
Di DuBose 

Sandy Z. DuBose 
Donna Freyer 

Staci N. Gaffos 
Michael & Diane Galloway 

Ryan & Sharon Gaskin 
Ann M. Hinson 

Frances R. Jeffcoat 
Bobby & Mary Jones 
Deebo & Kim Kelly 

JoAnn Cooper Killeen 
Jane LaRoche 

Bruce & Susan Lueck 
Dan & Tootie Mackey 

Pete & Sheila McKinney 
Curtis & Creighton Miles 

John & Ruth Moyer 

Priscilla Nicholson 
Westley & Laurie Parks 
John & Bonnie Patterson 

Elva R. Pitsenbarger 
Townley & Jean Redfearn 

Nancy Reu 
Lanning & Deane Risher 

Ed & Helen Royall 
George & Sue Sensor 

Austin & JoAnn Sheheen 
Howard Talley & Kathy Foster 

Christy Taucher 
Sidney & Nancy Tidwell 

Steven Tollison 
Mary Kelly Williams 

Sue Ziemke 

FAMILY 
$45-99 

Tracy Barfield 
Charles & Judy Baxley 

D. Carlyle & Kitty Baxley 
Boykin & Barbara Beard 

Rick & Paddy Bell 
John & Millie Blanchard 

Col. & Mrs. Michael Bonner 
Ronnie & Betty Ann Bradley 

Earl & Nancy Bryant 
John M. Burns 

Dennis & Maris Cannon 
John Carmichael & Ann Hagan 

Ken & Sybil Carson 
Larry Conger 

Mr. & Mrs. P.E. Crolley 
John & Harriet DuBose 

Helen King-Brookes Futrell 
George & Daphne Harris 

Kenneth S. Higgenbotham 
Stoney & Sandra Hilton 

John & Kay Hollis 
Glen & Joan Inabinet 
Bob & Shirley Kiger 

David & Glenna Kinard 
Kay Kinard 

Mary Louise LeVeen 
Dick & Meta Markley 

Curtis & Creighton Miles 
Billy & Molly Nettles 

Barney & Shirley Ransom 
Albert & Sarah Reed 
Juliana Burns Rieger 

Jim & Phoebe Roquemore 
John & Linda Shaylor 

Jonathan Sheppard 
Stephen & Crystal Smoak 
John & Ellen Stephenson 

Hal & Sylvia Varn 
John & Ruby Wood-Kelly 

INDIVIDUAL 
$25-44 

Becky Allen 
Jean Hailey Berry 

E. Dubose Blakeney, III 
Charlotte G. Boykin 

Jane McCutchen Brown 
Joanna B. Craig 

Jean Dabney 
Deborah Davis 

Cindy S. Dieringer 
Jeanne Dunay 

Katherine D. Edmonds 
Sarah S. Estes 

Catherine French 
Elsie Taylor Goins 

Marietta W. Gordon 
Dr. E. Cantey Haile 

Helen Kearny 
Max. A. Kelly 

Karen Kirkman 
Davis A. Kirkpatrick 

Marilyn Kohn 
Margaret T. Mays 

Esther R. McCaskill 
Emily McGuirt 

J. Nelson McLeod 
Carol Meckstroth 

Bill Nettles 
Deas B. Penman 

Stephen E. Proctor 
Col. Lewis Sowell, Jr. 

Victor Strauss 
Anne R. Swanson 
Jane M. Temple 

Donna Lawhon Trapp 
Glenn Tucker 

David J. Washer 

DONATIONS 

SC State Society of DAR 
Steve Van Horn 

HONORARIUMS 

In honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. 

Robert L. Branham 
Jean Dabney 

In honor of 
David E. Wilson 

Amy Wilson 

MEMORIALS 

In memory of 
Burke Miller Wise Baxley 

Carlye and Kitty Baxley 

In memory of 
Daniel James Bradley 

Michael and Marlene Mischner 

In memory of 
Howard Branham 

Glen and Joan Inabinet 

In memory of 
Max Ford 

Michael and Marlene Mischner 

In memory of 
Jimmie Green 

Michael and Marlene Mischner 

In memory of 
Dr. F. N. McCorkle 

Blanche K. Scott 

Names of donors, memorials and 
honorariums are current through November 27. 
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Why you should join Friends of the Archives and Museum 

With a mission of “Preserving the past for the future,” the Camden Archives and Museum is a treasure chest 
of Kershaw County history. In its beautiful expanded facility, it offers visitors an opportunity to explore a 
wealth of artifacts, displays, documents, records and various other historical research materials. 

What happens at the Archives and Museum? 
With funding from the City of Camden and support from the Friends of the Archives and Museum 

organization, the staff collects, preserves and makes accessible items of importance to the history of the area. 
Artifacts in the museum represent a diverse collection of items relating to cultural heritage. 

The Camden Archives and Museum is recognized throughout South Carolina and the Southeast as having 
one of the best genealogical research libraries in the state. It houses a diverse collection of books, microfilm, 
maps, files, periodicals, and general reference materials which will aid visitors in their research. 

What is found in the Archives and Museum? 
The Archives and Museum has a large collection of photographs and artifacts. It is also the repository for 

a number of city-related records, including city minutes, early ordinances, and other miscellaneous records. 
Census records, publications, cemetery surveys, local newspapers, vertical files, and SC Death Certificates 
from 1915-1952 are available for research. The SC Daughters of the American Revolution Library and the SC 
Society Colonial Dames XVII Century Library are housed in the Archives and Museum building. 

The Museum contains both permanent and temporary exhibits on the history of the Camden area. More 
information about the Archives and Museum and its collections can be found at www.camdenarchives.org. 

How can you help? 
You can support the efforts of the Archives and Museum by joining the Friends of the Camden Archives 

and Museum. This organization began in 1998 to encourage and manage monetary donations for the betterment 
of the Archives and Museum. 

Since 1999 the Friends group has raised in excess of $750,000. Most of these funds were used to help 
finance construction and renovation projects. The Archives and Museum has many other needs which exceed 
available funding. Your donation to the organization will help provide for those needs. 

“Friends of the Archives is a great group of folks who recognize the value and importance of maintaining, 
in most cases, the irreplaceable. Additionally, we all know that our membership is the only way to maintain 
the level of stewardship to which the core founders of the Friends aspired,” says Stephen Van Horn, president 
of the Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

How do you join the Friends? 
You can join “Friends” using the application on page 8 of this newsletter. You can also make donations 

to the Archives and Museum through honorariums or memorials. Your support will make a difference and help 
promote the Camden Archives and Museum’s mission of “preserving the past for the future.” 

As a member of Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, you will receive our twice a year 
newsletter as a benefit of your tax deductible donation. Please consider joining by submitting the form on 
page 8 with your donation. An updated list of donors will be published in the year-end newsletter. Thank you 
for your consideration and support! 
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Camden Archives and Museum 
1314 Broad Street 
Camden, SC 29020 

Return Service Requested 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Permit #64 

Camden, SC 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum 
Membership 2017 

____ $25 - 44 ____ $45 - $99 ____ $100 - $249 ____ $250 - $499 ____ $500 
Individual  Family  Contributor Patron  Benefactor 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: _____________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum. 

Mail checks along with this form to: 

Friends of the Camden Archives and Museum, 1314 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. 

Your contribution is tax deductible. Thank you! 
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